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CACHE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

JUNE 26, 2018 
 

 

The Cache County Fairgrounds Advisory Board met in a regular session on June 26, 2018 in the Cache 

County Historic Courthouse, Council Conference Room, 199 North Main Street, Logan, Utah 84321 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Voting Members of the Board in Attendance: 

Craig W Buttars - County Executive, Chairman 

David Erickson - County Council 

Greg Merrill - County Council 

Cameron Jensen – County Finance Director 

LaMont Poulsen – Cache County Rodeo Manager 

Gina Worthen – County Council 

Clark Israelsen – USU Extension 

Scott Williams – USU Extension (4-H) 

 

Voting Members of the Board Absent: 

Lane Parker -- Cache County Fair Manager 

 

Also in Attendance: 

Bart Esplin – Fairgrounds Manager 

Bartt Nelson – IT Director 

Lee Edwards – Cache County Attorney’s Office 

Daniel Pete – Cache Event Center Marketing Director and Event Manager 

Cassidy Nemelka – Cache Event Center Assistant Marketing Director 

Sean Dolan – Herald Journal 

Janeen Allen 

      

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Buttars called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Worthen pointed out that the attendance should reflect that Sean Dolan from the Herald Journal was 

present. Allen amended the minutes to include Dolan in attendance. 

 

ACTION:  A motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Worthen to approve 

the minutes of May 8, 2018 as amended. The vote in favor was 7-0 (Williams and 

Parker absent for vote) 
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ITEMS OF DISCUSSION  

 

1. County Fair Update 
  

Parker was absent and so Buttars moved to the next item on the agenda. 
 

2. Vendor Booths Update 

Nemelka reported that the vendor booths for the Fair were now sold out. She has contracted with around 213 

vendors. 

 

Erickson asked if there is a possibility of adding any more. After some discussion, it was determined that 

there isn’t enough space to add any more vendor booths. 

 

There was also some discussion about where the Sheriff’s Office booths should be located. Nemelka had 

tentatively put them in the booth space located under the awning on the west side of the Event Center. Chief 

Deputy Matt Bilodeau will attend the next Fair Executive Committee meeting to work out the location for the 

Sheriff’s Office booths and Command Post.  

 

3. Community Booths Update 

 Worthen said she has commitments from Hyrum, Logan, North Logan, Wellsville, Providence, and 

Smithfield to have community booths at the Fair. She asked if there will be power and Esplin said there will. 

She said she is going to continue to work with communities to solicit their participation. 

 
9:12 a.m. – Scott Williams arrived 

 

4. Parking during the Fair and Rodeo 

Parker informed the committee members that Walmart employees will not be able to volunteer for parking 

assistance during the Fair and Rodeo. It is a very busy time for them as they prepare for Back-to-School sales. 

He is working on ideas for parking enforcement. 

 

Worthen wondered about approaching Conservice to see if they could provide any volunteers for parking. 

Doug Thorson from the Sheriff’s Office will meet with the Parking Subcommittee to work out parking 

enforcement details from their end. 

 

5. Construction Update 

Esplin said the building will be usable for the Fair but will be far from complete. Buttars said the pavers will 

be installed and some landscaping will be done. He added they have run into a snag with the ventilation 

system, so there probably won’t be any air conditioning during the Fair. 

 

Buttars expressed frustration that if not for the delay with the steel subcontractor last fall and the footings 

design issue, the building would probably be finished. Esplin agreed and added that there should have been 

more crew to install the footings. There was almost no work done during the month of September last year. 

There seems to be a lack of communication that has added to the frustrations that the building isn’t complete.  

 

It was suggested that DWA go before the Fairgrounds Advisory Board and the County Council to report on 

the construction of the Event Center. Buttars did note that the sod laid in the spring still looks good and that 

there seems to be a large crew currently hanging drywall. 

 

Esplin said the east and west annexes had problems with some roof panels being two feet too short. They 

were able to mix and match on some of them, but are waiting for 38 panels coming from Indiana. 
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Also, the large digital display unit has arrived and Esplin said Comcast is scheduled to bring in wifi in mid-

July. 

 

6. Bookings / Reservations for Event Center Report 

Pete mentioned a few of the bookings that have taken place since the last Fairgrounds Advisory Board 

meeting include the first wedding for the Event Center booked by Clark Israelsen. Pete said the MMA has 

booked four different dates for events beginning in October this year. He noted that there are several more 

groups who have inquired about the Event Center but want to see the finished building before they commit. 
 

7. Alcohol Regulations at the Fairgrounds 

 Lee Edwards outlined the options open for the County to allow alcohol distribution on the fairgrounds: 

 Public Events 

 Public Single Event 

 Private Events 

 After some discussion, the board agreed that if alcohol is served at the Fairgrounds, it should just be for 

private events. Edwards said he prepared a draft resolution that could be edited to fit the parameters 

determined by the advisory board. 

 

 Merrill said because there is not much of a demand for it, his suggestion would be to wait and see what 

happens leaving the policy as is. After a year, the board can revisit it and determine the policy then. Esplin’s 

argument is that groups are going to bring alcohol anyway, and then it becomes a law enforcement issue. 

 

 Poulsen expressed concern that this is creating an allowance to justify people who are already breaking the 

law. After extensive discussion, the board determined to leave the alcohol policy as is and then reevaluate it in 

a year. 

 

ACTION:  A motion was made by Merrill and seconded by Worthen to delay any 

action for a one-year period of time starting September 1, 2018 then reevaluate the 

alcohol policy. The vote in favor was 8-0 (Parker absent for vote) 

 

8. RFP for Event Center Concessionaire 

Pete asked Edwards to review the RFP before it is sent out.  

 

Esplin asked if the board members are okay with having a single concessionaire running the kitchen in the 

Event Center. Buttars said that doesn’t preclude a group bringing their own caterer for events. The 

concessionaire would have exclusive rights to operate the kitchen. Esplin said it would be favorable for safety 

reasons. 

 

There was some discussion about how a concessionaire would operate during the different events in the 

center. Buttars recommended a review of the RFP and a discussion at the next Fairgrounds Advisory Board 

meeting. 

 

9. Open Items 

Ticket sales at IFA, Macey’s and Lee’s was discussed with a recommendation of using  the Jubilee ticket 

software management program because we don’t have to provide a computer to the different vendors. They 

can go off of the Jubilee website. 

 

Worthen asked for an update on the RFD TV program. Poulsen said he was told it would air in July. He 
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showed a commercial that had been put together for the County to advertise on the RFD TV. It will also be 

shown on the display in the arena and on social media. Erickson wondered if it could be played at the 

Fireworks show on the 3
rd

 of July. 

 

Esplin said there will be a new online reservation method for those who are camping during the fair. He will 

make sure those groups who normally camp then are aware of the new procedure. 

 

There was some discussion about entertainment during the Fair. Esplin said there has been some concern 

from the promoter and the sound guy that the current stage is inadequate for larger groups. There was some 

talk about what options there are for this year. It was decided that we will stay the way we are right now as 

most groups actually bring their own stages. 

 

Merrill brought up a local person who has Clydesdales with a wagon. He wondered about booking him for a 

ride around.   

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

August 14, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in the Historic Courthouse Council Conference Room 

 

ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 
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